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Satellite Attorney Project: Nutshell

}Started January 1, 2016

}SAP has served just over 700 survivors and their 

children.

}60+ attorneys available, depending on their 

schedules. 

}80+ ICADV programs as referrals

}DV Provider>ICADV Legal Counsel>Attorney 

}Contract, training & match required

}$75.00 per hour plus travel/expenses

}Pro bono if less than half your hourly. 
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Goals
}Learn about the intersections of IPV 

and Indiana/ federal law. 

}Help YOU be a better legal advocate 
for all survivors

}Understand survivors (judge)

}Practice trauma informed lawyering
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Trauma Informed Legal Practice
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}When the practitioner 

puts the realities of the 

clientsô trauma 

experiences at the 

forefront in engaging 

with clients and 

adjusts the practice 

approach informed by 

the clientôs trauma 

experience. 



Resources Provided

US District Court 2020



Trauma is Real.

Trauma is

Physiological

}What we WANT from a 
client/witness is very often what 
they are INCAPABLE of 
giving/doing. 
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What we want
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}Evidence

}Consistent Stories

}Strong Witnesses

}Vulnerability

}ñSobrietyò

}Emotional stability

}Coping Skills

}Credibility



And here is why

US District Court 2020



THIS

ñWhat is 

wrong with 

you?ò

ñWhat 

happened 

to you?ò 
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Trauma Informed Legal Practice

}Identifying Trauma

}Adjusting the Attny-Client Relationship

}Adapting Litigation Strategy

}Preventing Vicarious Trauma
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DV101

What You Need to Know
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Domestic

Violence

Defined

ÅThe misuse of power in a 
relationship in order to 
coerce, control, intimidate or 
dominate another person. 

ÅIt can be understood as a 
pattern of behaviors used to 
control or exert power over 
another person in the context 
of an intimate relationship, 
regardless of the length or 
depth of the relationship. 

US District Court 2020



}Physical violence 

}Economic control 

and coercion

}Threats

}Intimidation

}Isolation of the 

victim

}Emotional abuse

}Sexual assault or 

abuse 

}Threats against 

children to coerce the 

parent

}Damaging or 

destroying property

}Killing or abusing 

pets
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}Chronic pattern of 
power/control

}Major form of violence: 
severe injury more likely

}Focus is on women; 
initiation more often by 
men.

}Misogynistic attitudes

}Escalates over time

}Continues/worse after 
separation

}Men & Women initiate 
equally

}Misogyny is not an issue

} Neither partner fears the 
others

}Minor forms of violence-
pushing, shoving, 
grabbing

} Less health probs, less 
missed work

} Less likely to escalate

} Likely to stop after 
separation

}Coercive 

Controlling 

Violence

}Situational 
Couple 

Violence
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Å Because abuse does not end with separation.
Å Because children³s continued exposure to unhealthy 

relationships reinforces that behavior. 
Å Because the abuse not only continues through litigation but it 

often gets worse.
Å Because the abuse can be the litigation itself. 

Why is DV still relevant if the 

relationship is ending/over?
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Indiana Domestic Homicides: 

Most Recent Fatality Review Report, ICADV 
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}Children from violent homes are 1500X
more likely to grow up to be either abusers 
or victims of intimate partner violence

}We teach our children how to treat the 
people we love. 

Domestic Violence & Parenting
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Protection Orders in 

Indiana

IC 34-26-5
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}Its all about Family/Partner 

Violence/Sexual Assault & 

Harrassment

}Structured after the Model Code of 

Family Violence

}Economic Relief is a Critical 

Component

IC 34-26-5:

Indiana Civil Protection 

Order Act
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§ 34-26-5-1. Construction
This chapter shall be construed to promote the:

(1) protection and safety of all victims of 
domestic or family violence in a fair, prompt, and 

effective manner; and

(2) protection and safety of all victims of 

harassment in a fair, prompt, and effective 

manner; and 

(3) prevention of future domestic violence and 

family violence and harassment

Legislative Intent
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Upon a showing of domestic or 
family violence by a preponderance 
of the evidence, the court shall grant 

relief necessary to bring about a 
cessation of the violence or the 

threat of violence
emphasis added

A Judicial 

Mandate

34-26-5-9(f)
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}Economic Justice

}Indiana AG s Address 
Confidentiality Program

}Driver s License 
exception to above

}Tenancy relief for 
victims of DV (32-31-9)
}Work

}Housing

}Resources

}Employment Protections: 
2015 (22-5-7-2)

}Pet Protections/Phone 
Bill bifurcation

Why 

obtaining a 

PO matters
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}1. A person who is or has been a 
�Y�L�F�W�L�P���R�I���³�G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���R�U���I�D�P�L�O�\���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�´����
}2. A person who is or has been a 

�Y�L�F�W�L�P���R�I���³�V�H�[�X�D�O���D�V�V�D�X�O�W�´����
}3. A person who is or has been a 

�Y�L�F�W�L�P���R�I���³�V�W�D�O�N�L�Q�J�´����
}�������������������9�L�F�W�L�P���R�I���³�K�D�U�D�V�V�P�H�Q�W�´

The Petitioner: 

Who is Getting the Order
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